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ANNAN & Sons. Clyde Navigation. Glasgow Harbour and Docks.  

Glasgow, Annan & Sons, 1892-1898 

8 platinum prints, 15.5 x 12.0 ins, mounted on original card 25 x 19 ins with printed titles on 

card, some foxing on images no.5 and 6, preserved in the original portfolio case with ties, 

rebacked in goatskin, internally lined with archival paper, upper cover lettered gilt Glasgow 

Harbour and Docks. 

1. View of Glasgow Bridge, from South Side. June 1892  

An impressive scene of bustling activity –heavily loaded horse drawn wagons and carts crossing the 

bridge, people and a horse drawn omnibus with advertising hoarding Van Houten’s Cocoa on the side 

with passengers seated on the upper deck. On the Clyde a small open steam driven cargo boat is 

moored. and another steam vessel is passing under the bridge. In the background the buildings of the 

city of Glasgow with advertising hoardings clearly visible – Paisley’s Store, Paisley’s Clothiers, 

Wilsons Colosseum, Blind & Sunshade Manufacturers, Nestlé’s Milk. 

Also known as the Jamaica Street Bridge, built by Thomas Telford in 1836, it was demolished and 

rebuilt in 1899. [Annan 10164] 

2. North-West corner of South Pier. Prince’s Dock, in course of construction, September 

1894.  

Showing arrangement of concrete cylinders and chock piles there, and building on top of cylinders of 

South Wall of centre basin. In the background five steam cranes and a steam locomotive. [Annan 1039]  

3. View of Queen’s Dock, looking East from West Wall. May,1896  

Showing in foreground stern of moored steamboat Eliza, Dublin, a steam boat in the river, and in the 

background many moored steam and masted ships. 

Queen’s Dock at Stobcross on the north bank offered nearly two miles of quayside from its opening in 

1880. The dock was home to the Clan Line for ships bound for South Africa, City Line whose vessels 

visited the ports along the coast of India and Donaldson Line which specialised in trade with North 

America.  

4. Looking East from entrance to Graving Docks, showing entrance to Prince’s Dock. 

May, 1896  

View of many masted ships in the background behind warehouses, two ships and a small rowing boat 

in the expanse of the waterway. 

Three Graving dry docks were built for the Clyde Navigation Trust between 1869 and 1898, the first 

dock opening in 1875, the second larger dock in 1886 and the third and largest in 1898. They were 

extensively used for winter overhauls and refits of Clyde steamers. 

http://www.clydewaterfront.com/clyde-heritage/the-broomielaw/clyde-navigation-trust


5. Looking East from Govan Passenger Wharf. May, 1896  

View of Glasgow Harbour with a Clutha river steam ferry in the middle of the river loaded with many 

passengers on the open deck. In the background many masted ships docked at the quayside. 

6. Looking West from East End to Steamboat Wharf. June, 1896  

View of two Clutha river steam ferries [ferries going up and down the river Clyde, rather than across, 

were known as ‘Cluthas’ and first introduced in 1864 when six were introduced. By 1899 there were 

twelve plying between Victoria Bridge and Whiteinch Ferry covering three miles and the charge was 

one penny. By 1903 the Cluthas had ceased with the introduction of electric trams] with many 

passengers on deck in the foreground, an unidentified  paddle steamer moored up at the quay with 

people boarding and in the background masted ships. On the quayside a bustling scene of wagons, 

carts, people and children. In the background the hoarding ‘Columba and Iona’. 

The steam ferries are the Daniel Adamson which is leaving while the paddle steamer S.S..Iona [built 

1863 by J & Thomson, of Govan] is still positioning herself ready to reverse into her berth. More 

details are visible of the quayside where there are bales of hay stacked up and an area reserved for 

boarding the famed MacBrayne’s steamers, Columba and Iona. 

Known as the Broomielaw. the Scottish civil engineer, Thomas Telford who redesigned the 

Broomielaw quays to handle the busy steamboat traffic as thousands of immigrants came over from 

Ireland in the mid 19th Century to work in the new industries generated by the Industrial Revolution. 

7. No.3 Graving Dock, looking outwards from head. April, 1898.  

8. Prince’s Dock, looking East from West End. May, 1898. 

View of Prince’s Dock looking towards Pacific Quay with numerous masted ships tied up in the 

background. In the foreground is the massive 1894 steam crane of 130 tons, erected on the West Quay 

to assist with the fitting of engines and boilers. 

Prince’s Dock: A large tidal dock, with three basins, lined with two-storey transit sheds. Originally 

Cessnock Dock, the dock was completed in 1897 when it was renamed Prince's Dock in honour of the 

Duke of York, The formal opening was performed by the Duchess of York on 10 September 1895. 

Prince's Dock contained 35 acres of water space, and its bustling quays were generously equipped with 

two-storey warehouses, cranes, coal hoists and a maze of railway sidings. It cost the Clyde Navigation 

Trust nearly £1,000,000 to build and equip, excluding the cost of over £280,000 incurred in purchasing 

the parcels of land which made up the site of nearly 100 acres. With another two miles of wharfes, 

became home to Anchor Line and Allen Line Ships [Annan 14339] 

 

Historic archive of photographs in the maritime history of Glasgow – the development of the 

Clyde Navigation, Harbour and Docks recorded in eight original platinum prints by the 

famous Glasgow photographers Annan & Sons between 1892 and 1898 and preserved in their 

original portfolio case. 

Glasgow was the second city of the Empire and by the end of the 19
th

 century had become a 

major Atlantic seaport and the Clyde shipyards were building the most sophisticated and 

technologically innovative iron and steel ships in the world. 

The photographer was John Annan [1862-1947], elder son of Thomas Annan. On Thomas’s 

death in 1887, John and his brother J.Craig Annan divided the responsibilities; J.Craig Annan 

specialised in portrait photography and John took over the architectural photography. 

Not located in any Collection [no.2 in National Gallery of Scotland; no.7 in Glasgow City 

Archives; no.8 in the Mitchell Library]. 

See: Nick Robbins, Scotland and the Sea: The Scottish Dimension in Maritime History. 2014 
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