RARE BOOKS
June 2018

No.11. Montesquieu. De l’Esprit des Loix 1748
First edition
HAMISH RILEY-SMITH RARE BOOKS
Swanton Abbot Hall, Swanton Abbot, Norfolk, England NR10 5DJ
Tel. +44 (0)1692538244 Mob. +44 (0)7802276820
E mail hamish@riley-smith.com www.riley-smith.com

HAMISH RILEY-SMITH RARE BOOKS

Attributed to Baron Paul des Granges circa 1860-69
in
no.27 Naval Cadet’s photograph album 1865-1873
2

HAMISH RILEY-SMITH RARE BOOKS

Justinian’s Codification of Roman Law
“the most notable and enduring achievement of the age”
1.JUSTINIAN I. Codex Justinianus [with the Glossa ordinaria of Accursius and the
Summaria of Hieronymous Clarius] Venice, Bernardinus Stagninus de Tridino 16
Sept 1495
Folio, 15.5 x 10.3 inches, 16th century blind stamped alum-yawed pigskin with the
clasps, skilful repairs to hinges and top of spine, leaf edges blue, 318ff, printed in two
columns within two columns of glosses, 72 to 82 lines, printed in black and red,
discreet library stamp on first leaf, a few contemporary annotations in ink the margins
on ff.37, 41, 42, 58, 182, 184, 185, 198, 199, early ownership in brown ink on first
blank of Schwarz, a fresh copy.
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USA Univ of Illinois only [Goff J585]. UK no copy. GW 7743 Hain 9618, BSB-Ink
C573 see Printing & the Mind of Man no.4. Not in the BL but see BL, XVth century
books, V, p.xxx, p.363 for the printer.
£6,250
INCUNABLE PRINTING OF EMPEROR JUSTINIAN’S CODEX.
The Codex Justinianus [first printed in Mainz 1475] was the first of four parts of
what became known as the Corpus Juris Civilis, a collection of fundamental works
on Roman law that was issued from 529 to 534 AD by order of Justinian I, Eastern
Roman Emperor. It has been called “the most notable and enduring achievement
of the age”, in which “the old (Roman) imperium displayed its full powers” (George
Ostrogorsky, History of the Byzantine State). The codex was a compilation in Latin of
the existing imperial constitutiones (imperial pronouncements having the force of
law), back to the time of Emperor Hadrian in the second century. Although the other
parts, the Digest [Rome 1476] and the Institutes [Mainz 1468] and the Novellae
[Mainz 1477], were arguably more original, containing an important anthology of
jurisprudence, a handbook for teaching and a list of the most recent decrees,
everything rested on the laws contained in the Codex; indeed at the time of the
publication of its first version all imperial laws not included were repealed.
The collections of Justinian provided the basis for law thereafter in the eastern
Roman [Byzantine] empire. They were rediscovered in the West in the late eleventh
century. Because the emphases in the Codex were both Christian and Imperial, it
provided source material for church lawyers, in the greatest period of the
development of canon law, and for civil lawyers, at a time when the Holy Roman
Emperors were keen to develop their authority. It appealed, therefore, to a wide
range of lawyers, the most famous on the civil side being Accursius [c.1182c.1260], a professor at Bologna, the greatest law university of the middle ages, and a
leading jurist. “For the next 500 years the Glossa [or annotations] of Accursius
remained an indispensable complement to the texts of Roman law. His work made
Roman law a popular course of study during the Renaissance period. Accursius’s
interpretations of Roman law also influenced the development of later European legal
codes, among them the Code Napoléon, or French Civil Code, enacted in the early
19th century.” Encycl Britannica.
The printer was Bernardinus Stagninus, de Tridino, [died 1537]. The earliest
authenticated book from his press is Rhazes Liber...ad Almansorem 1483. Although
the BL does not have a copy of this 1495 printing of the Codex, they have a printing
by the same printer of Justinian’s Digestum with commentary by Accursius. “His
output was so irregular...that it is evident he was...primarily a bookseller rather than a
printer”.
In recent years complete copies of incunable printings of Justinian’s Codex have been
very infrequently for sale in commerce.
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‘The Father of Medicine’ – a physician’s copy
2.HIPPOCRATES.[c.460-c.375 BC] Octoginta volumina. Rome, Franciscus
Minutius Calvus 1525
Folio, 280 x 205 cm, late 18th or early 19th century morocco, stained, spine gilt,
darkened, lettered gilt, contemporary marbled endpapers, 410 leaves, woodcut title
page border entirely unshaved at the top and rarely found thus, Roman, italic
and gothic types, table of contents in double columns, index in three columns, printed
shoulder notes, large woodcut initials, some browning and old damp staining to upper
margins throughout, insignificant wormhole to upper margin of last few leaves,
engraved armorial bookplate of Johnstone to front pastedown, library stamp to lower
blank margins of nine leaves, complete with colophon and final blank, an excellent
large copy.
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Printing & the Mind of Man 55. Adams, H567. Grolier, Medicine 1A. Wellcome
3177. NLM 2320.
Provenance: Johnstone, armorial bookplate, either Edward Johnstone [1757-1851],
physician, first President of the provincial Medical & Surgical Association, one of the
original physicians of the Birmingham General Hospital; or his brother John
Johnstone [1768-1836] physician at the General Hospital. Gifted to Birmingham
General Hospital, founded 1779, whose books were gifted to Birmingham Medical
Institute Library founded 1875
£30,000
FIRST EDITION OF THE FIRST COMPLETE LATIN EDITION OF THE
WORKS OF THE GREATEST OF CLINICAL PHYSICIANS.
An important and interesting copy, with the woodcut title entirely unshaved and
a copy belonging to an 18th century English physician who gifted it to his local
hospital.
The Greek physician Hippocrates was regarded as the ‘Father of Medicine’ because
he was the first to insist that the art of healing depended on scientific method and
ethical observation. Probably born on the island of Cos, where there was some sort of
medical school linked with the cult of Aesculapius. There he is said to have taught
under a plane tree. The so-called Hippocratic collection, which almost certainly
comprises not only his own work but that of pupils and followers, consists of more
than seventy books on medicine, of which the Aphorisms and the Airs, Waters and
Places are among the most important: the section on epidemics is of great interest as
are the clinical descriptions such as pneumonia, malaria and mumps. Descriptions of
the ancient instruments are an interesting part of the surgical writings. Hippocrates
proscribed a code of medical ethics for his disciples, summarised in the traditional
Hippocratic Oath still administered today to physicians on qualification.
“The ‘Hippocratic collection’...contains eighty works. They include contributions by
various authors and schools but all are inspired by Hippocratic ideals...The first
Greek edition was published by Aldus in 1526” PMM
Marcus Fabio Calvo of Ravenna, a friend of Raphael, prepared a complete Latin
translation of the Hippocratic corpus, collating and writing out his own manuscript of
the Greek text, depending on mainly a 14th century manuscript, but also consulting a
12th century codex that is one of the oldest and most important Hippocratic
manuscripts. The source manuscripts and Calvo’s Greek text and Latin translation are
preserved in the Vatican Library.
The bookseller and printer Francesco Calvo printed Marcus Fabio Calvo’s Latin
translation of Hippocrates in Rome in 1525.
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The second Italian commercial arithmetic
3.BORGO,Pietro. Libro de Abacho. Venice,Bernardino de Bindoni 1540
Quarto, 20.0 x 15.5 cm, contemporary vellum, yapped edges, later endpapers, 99
leaves [leaves 1, 68-69, 88, 91 and 100 are unnumbered; no leaves for 7 and 8; leaf
80 is misnumbered 74, leaf 86 misnumbered 8], woodcut initials, rinted mathematical
calculations in the margins throughout, old worm holes on the inner margin of last
four leaves unaffecting the text.
Wellcome Library 986. Copac: Oxford and Wellcome only. Riccardi I.164. Smith,
Rara Arithmetica pp.12-22. Not in Adams,Cambridge Libraries (1 copy only
University Library 1509). This edition not in Kress (1533 only). No edition in
Goldsmith.
£2,750
The Venetian arithmetician Pietro Borgo’s commercial arithmetic. First published in
Venice in 1484 it was the second commercial arithmetic published in Italy and
more than any other book it set a standard for the arithmetics of the 16 th
century and had a far greater influence on education and none of the early
textbooks deserve more careful study. All early editions are rare. The text of this
1540 and all early editions are substantially the same as the first edition of 1484.
“Borgo first treats of notation carrying his numbers as high as ‘numero de million de
million’, and making no mention whatever of the Roman numerals. In the same spirit
he eliminates all of the medieval theory of numbers, asserting that he does this
because he is preparing a practical book for the use of merchants…multiplication is
the first operation treated. First comes the table, arranged in column form, unlike the
Boethian type of arithmetic, which preferred the square array…The author then gives
the method of checking by casting out 7’s and 9’s…Then follow multiplication ‘per
colonna’…Division is explained by the galley form…then known as the method of
giving, ‘a danda’, and described by Pacioli and Calandri. Then follow addition
(although this was used in multiplication), subtraction, denominate numbers,
common fractions, rule of three, partnership, barter, alligation and false
position…The problems are generally practical for the time, and they reveal some
interesting facts concerning business customs at the close of the 15 th century”. Smith,
Rara Arithmetica.
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An Elizabethan merchants arithmetic and text-book
4.MASTERSON,Thomas. His First Booke of Arithmeticke. Shewing the ingenious
inuentions, and figuratiue operations, by which to calculate the true solution or
answeres of Arithmeticall questions: after a more perfect, plaine, briefe, well ordered
Arithmeticall way, than any other heretofore published: verie necessarie for all men.
[with] His Second Booke of Arithmeticke. [with] His Addition to his First Booke of
Arithmeticke. [with] His Third Booke of Arithmeticke. London, Richard Field 1592,
1592, 1594, 1595
Quarto, four parts in one volume, contemporary calf, 18.0 x 13.2 cm, blind ruled,
rubbed and worn, spine with four raised bands, (2) + 21pp; (3) + 43pp + 36-95pp +
94-141pp + (1p) errata; (6) + 108pp; (3) + 68pp, without the first blank and A 3 in the
First Booke, without the title to the Third Booke, titles with woodcut coat of arms,
woodcut initials and devices to chapter endings, mathematical diagrams and tables,
some light browning and old water staining, some early ink ownership annotations on
the front blanks and on the blank recto of the title to the Addition, some ink
annotations in a few margins and especially in the First Booke pp.4,6, 7,8.
STC, 17648, 17648.3, 17648.7. Smith, Rara Arithmetica, pp.400-403.
Provenance: Ffrancis Pearce [see pp.57,58 3rd Book]; Walter Thompson of St
Martin’s Le Grand within Allowsgate; James Thompson died 1684; Francis
Thompson; Ffrancis Thompson 1673 Rector of St Matthews, Ffrgday Street, & St
Peter’s Cheap, London; [recto of title Addition to First Booke] Mr Sutton, St Mary
Overy 1673 [front blank]
£4,000
First edition of this rare Elizabethan merchant’s arithmetic and text-book. Thomas
Masterson was an English mathematician of the latter part of the 16 th century, of
whom little is known. The First Book is dedicated to Robert Devreux, Earl of Essex
[1566-1601], the last of Queen Elizabeth’s favourites and friend of Francis and
Anthony Bacon, intrigued with James VI of Scotland to support a rising against the
Queen with Shakespeare’s patron the Earl of Southampton as an accomplice. He was
seized, sent to the tower and beheaded. The Second Book is dedicated to Sir William
Webbe, Lord Mayor of London [in 1591] and the Third Book to Sir John Puckering,
Lord Keeper of the Great Seal of England and formerly Speaker of the House of
Commons. In the dedication to the first book Masterson writes I have vndertaken to
write and publish sixe bookes of the Arte of Aithmeticke, of which only three and the
additions ever came to print.
The few similar earlier writers in English in the 16th century and their books were
Robert Recorde’s The Ground of Artes 1542, The Castle of Knowledge 1551, The
Whetstone of Witte 1557; Humphrey Baker’s The Well Spring of Sciences 1562,
Leonard and Thomas Digges’s Pantometria 1571, Stratioticos 1572, Dionis Gray’s
The store-house of Breuitie in woorkes of Arithmeticke 1577 and Thomas Hylles’s
The Arte of vulgar arithmeticke 1592
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One of the great rarities of economic literature
5.WHEELER, John. A Treatise of Commerce, Wherin are shewed the commodies
arising by a wel ordered, and ruled trade, Such as that of the Societie of Merchants
Adventurers is proved to bee, written principallie for the better information of those
who doubt of the Necessarienes of the said Societie in the State of the Realme of
Englande. Middleburgh, Richard Schilders, Printer to the States of Zeland 1601
Quarto, 17th century panelled calf, rebacked, (4) + 178pp, without the errata, title
within typographical woodcut border with printers device, woodcut initials, author’s
presentation inscription in ink on the initial blank signed and dated Middelbroughe 28
Decembris 160(1)
Provenance: 1.Sir Leonard Halliday [d.1612] merchant adventurer, Mayor of
London, 10 line presentation inscription from the author. 2. Book plate of Charles
Montagu, Earl of Halifax [1661-1715], first Chancellor of the Exchequer, and father
of the Bank of England.
Very rare STC 25330. Kress 243 Appleby, Economic Thought & Ideology in 17th
Century England, pp.94,105-106, 116. Hecksher, Mercantilism I, pp,270, 423, 428429; II, pp.62, 95, 100, 131. Schumpeter, pp.306, 339-340. Palgrave III,p.665.
£29,000
First edition, with remarkable 10 line author’s presentation inscription [see below].
Wheeler was Secretary of the Society of Merchant Adventurers of England – the
strongest of the ‘regulated’ trading companies. First published as a defence of the
Society at Middleburgh in 1601 and reissued in the same year in London. Hotchkiss
describes this book “as the earliest important example of corporation publicity…a
piece of commercial propaganda…an important milestone in the development of
marketing…It represents the characteristically medieval theory of the trade
monopoly, bolstered by monarchical authority and jealously guarded against
competition”. Written to show the superiority of the Merchant Adventurers over
unorganised traders, Wheeler argued that competition among merchants was
minimized, that the large fleets employed by such a company secured commerce,
increased exports, cheapened imports, raised the customs revenue, and benefited the
nation in time of war. The book contains a detailed account of alliances with the Low
Countries, trade with Antwerp and survey of trade between England and the Hanse
towns, with a refutation of the charge against the Merchant Adventurers of being
monopolists.
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The important first French translation by du Ryer
6.[QUR’AN]. L’Alcoran de Mahomet. Translaté d’Arabe en François, par Le Sieur
du Ryer, Sieur de la Garde Malezair. Paris, Chez Antoine de Sommaville, au Palais
dans la Salle des Merciers, à l’Ecu de France MDCXLVII
Quarto, 9.4 x 7.3 inches, contemporary French mottled calf, a little worn, spine with
five raised bands richly gilt in compartments and label lettered in gilt, head and tail of
spine worn, covers with triple gilt fillets and an inner panel of triple gilt fillets
embellished at the corners with fleurions in the contemporary 17 th century syle à la
Duseuil, title with engraved woodcut, pp,(10), 648, (4), with the errata leaf,
dedication and privilege, woodcut initials, old faint water stain in the upper outer
margin, an attractive copy.
See: Hamilton & Richard, André du Ryer and Oriental Studies in 17th century
France. OUP 2004
£5,000
RARE FIRST FRENCH TRANSLATION OF THE QUR’AN AND THE FIRST
COMPLETE TRANSLATION TO BE PUBLISHED IN THE VERNACULAR by
André du Ryer. It inspired the later translations into English of 1649, Dutch of 1658,
German 1703 and Russian 1776. André Du Ryer was French vice-consul in Egypt
from 1623 to 1626, and both adviser and interpreter to the French ambassador in
Istanbul and ambassador extraordinary of the sultan to France in the early 1630s. He
assembled a fine collection of Turkish, Persian, and Arabic manuscripts most of
which are now in the Bibliothèque Nationale de France.
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Arabic Grammar from Wittenberg
7.SENNERT,Andrea. Arabismus, h.e. Præcepta Arabicæ Linguæ, In harmoniâ ad
Ebræa, eademq; Universalia, nec non Chaldæo-Syra, (feofum antehac edita illa ab
autore) conscripta, exemplis sufficinti-busq; confirmata illustrataq;. Accessit in fine
Compendium Lexici Arbici, Radicum & Vocum notabiliorum prae cæterisq, maxime
usitatarum, in gratiam tyronum.
Witteberg,Jobi Wilhelmi Fincelii 1658
Quarto, 18 x 14.5 cm, old cloth boards, black morocco label lettered gilt, spine
chipped, pp.8 + 166, including the errata on the last two pages, woodcut initial,
decorated woodcut to chapter heading and ending, Latin with Arabic in the text
throughout, extensive manuscript annotations (slightly trimmed) in an early hand in
Latin and Arabic in the blank margins on many pages, leaves lightly browned, faint
small old oval library stamp on recto of title, discreet old small circular stamp on title,
an excellent large copy.
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Schnurrer, Biblotheca Arabica, 82. Not in Smitskamp, Philologia Orientalis. Copac:
Oxford, Cambridge only. Not in the BL.
£7,500
FIRST EDITION OF THIS VERY RARE ARABIC GRAMMAR FROM THE
WITTENBERG SCHOOL OF ORIENTALISM. Andrea Sennert (1606-1689) was a
pupil of M.Trostius, became Professor of Hebrew in Wittenberg in 1636 and paid
special attention to the study of Arabic.
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8.BOYLE,Robert [and LOCKE,John]. The General History of the Air, Designed
and Begun by the Honble Robert Boyle Esq. London, Awnsham and John Churchill
1692
Quarto, fine contemporary panelled calf, five raised bands, morocco label lettered
gilt, pp.xii, 259, [1] adverts, woodcut diagram in the margins of pp.133, 135,
inscribed in ink on inner blank Ex Libris Ricardi Moore. Paid for this Vol: 2sh –
London, a few leaves lightly browned, a fine copy.
Wing, B3981. Fulton, Boyle 194. Christophersen, John Locke, p.13. Harrison &
Laslett, Library of John Locke, 460.
Provenance:Richard Moore [1716-1771] of Barne House, Clonmel, Ireland, High
Sheriff of Tipperary, M.P. for Kells 1757-1768
£6,850
FIRST EDITION by the founder of modern chemical science and published
posthumously the year after Boyle’s death. He was a close friend of John Locke. John
Locke, who was one of Boyle’s literary executors, arranged for the publication and
saw the book through the press. It contains some of John Locke’s weather records
and the ‘Advertsisement to the Reader’ on pp.iii-v is by Locke. During his stay in
Oxford Locke had kept a journal of the air from June 24th 1666 to June 30th 1683.
This journal was transmitted to Boyle and was included in the General History and is
found on pp.104-132 A Register kept by Mr Locke in Oxford as well as London
between December 1669 to June 1665. It is a Baconian style natural history, a
collection of observations and testimonies on the nature of the air. It reflects Boyle’s
interest in the relation between the air and epidemics. The manuscript of the book
survives amongst Locke’s papers in the Lovelace Collection in the Bodleian Library.
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Proposals for a Land Bank
Money creation and debt management
9.BRISCOE,[John]. An Explanatory Dialogue of a late Treatise, intituled A
Discourse on the late Funds of the Million-Act, Lottery-Act, and Bank of
England.With Proposals for Supplying their Majesties with Money on easy Terms,
Exempting the Nobility, Gentry, &c. from Taxes, enlarging their yearly Estates, and
enriching all the Subjects in the Kingdom. Together with several Speeches to the
Honourable the House of Commons, by a Monied Man, a Free-holder, and a
Merchant. London 1694
Quarto, 8.25 x 6.5 inches, 18th century speckled calf, rebacked, spine lettered gilt, leaf
edges uncut, pp.viii + 36, title within double ruled border, an excellent copy.
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Wing B4749. Kress 1834. Goldsmith 3022. Amex 53. Sraffa 555. Not in Einaudi. Not
in the Lauderdale Library. Schumpeter, Economic Analysis, pp.314-325. Palgrave I,
p.179. see Antoin Murphy, John Law’s ‘Essay on a Land Bank’, 1994, pp.46-49. see
Charlie Landale, Land Bank Proposals 1650-1705[in] The Student Economic Review
Vol. XXVI.
£2,500
SCARCE FIRST & ONLY EDITION of an important work by one of the
leading projectors of land banks, with Hugh Chamberlen and John Law.
Briscoe’s project was set out in Discourse on the late funds 1694 and this
Explanatory Dialogue 1694 here described.
Charlie Landale writes “The next most prolific of the land bank projectors was John
Briscoe. In many respects, his proposal was similar to Chamberlen’s, and appeared
around the same time in 1694. The bank was once again based on the future rental
income that could be expected from land. Rather than 100 years income, however,
Briscoe only used 20. Unsurprisingly, he was accused by Chamberlen of plagiarism
(Horsfield, 1960: 180). Despite the fact that Horsfield describes Briscoe’s major
contribution, A Discourse of the Late Funds, as “a lengthy and chaotic work” (1960:
181), it contains some modern theory that puts it ahead of any of Chamberlen’s
writings. Briscoe believed that the new investment opportunities offered in the forms
of the Million Act, the Lottery Act, and most importantly the Bank of England were
drawing money out of trade and into the government’s accounts. In his opinion, his
bank would allow trade to flourish and give the government the opportunity to
borrow at a lower rate than they were able to from the Bank of England. The rate at
which the government was borrowing money, he believed, would lead to the “ruin
[of] the trade of the kingdom” (Briscoe, 1694: 3).
Briscoe made the link between an increase in the supply of money and greater
economic activity. According to him, the new bills would be “to all intents as useful
as money; it will be (as it were) an introducing so many fresh-monied men into the
Kingdom with several millions more than was before, for the supply of their
majesties” (1694: 7). It is not until we get to Nicholas Barbon that the idea of capital
is explored in greater detail, but there is an implied understanding of the link between
investment and increased productivity here. Briscoe managed to secure over
£100,000 in land subscribed to his bank, but it ultimately failed after 1696 as a
consequence of a lack of liquidity in much the same way that Chamberlen’s did
(1960: 194)” Antoin Murphy notes that “Briscoe’s proposals involved money
creation and debt management. Law was to pursue both these policies in France
between 1717 and 1720.”
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Eonomist John Law’s System – the best contemporary record and history
The Mississippi Project’s Birth, Bubble and Collapse
10.[MARMONT DU HAUTCHAMP, Barthélémy] Histoire des Finances Sous la
Minorité de Louis XV. Pendant les années 1719 & 1720. Précedée D’un Abrégé de la
Vie du Duc Regent, & du sur Sr.Law. Tome Premier – Tome Sixieme. La Haye, chez
Pierre du Hondt 1739
Twelvemo, 6 volumes bound in 3 volumes, 16.2 x 9.3cm, small octavo, very fine
contemporary continental mottled calf, spines richly gilt with fleur-de-lys, red
and blue morocco labels lettered gilt, marbled endpapers, leaf edges marbled,
original silk page markers, pp. LIV-204 + (2) blank; (2) + 312 + (2) blank; (2) +
208 + (2) blank; (2) + 286 + (4) blank; (14) + 294 + (4) blank; (18) + 246 + (2) blank,
complete with 2 folding tables in volume VI of Billets de Banque...faits en
consequence des Arréts...1719-1720 printed on both sides, and the engraved plate
21
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Admiré la force in volume IV, titles printed in red and black with printers woodcut
devices, woodcut decoration to chapter openings and endings, woodcut initials,
insignificant scuffing to back board of first volume, a very fine copy.
Kress 4447. Goldsmith 7712 Einaudi 3728. INED 1553. on John Law see
Schumpeter, Economic Analysis, pp.294-295; Antoin Murphy, John Law’s ‘Essay on
a Land Bank’ 1994. H.M.Hyde, The Life of John Law 1948,
£5,950
FIRST AND ONLY EDITION - THE BEST CONTEMPORARY SOURCE ON
THE FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES OF JOHN LAW AND THE BANQUE
GÉNÉRALE, BANQUE ROYALE AND THE COMPAGNIE DES INDES.
Schumpeter on John Law ‘He worked out the economics of his projects with a
brilliance and, yes, profundity, which places him in the front rank of monetary
theorists of all time’. Schumpeter, Economic Analysis: pp.294-295 and Antoin
Murphy writes on Law “an outstanding monetary theorist with a vision of the
monetary system more akin to the modern economist”
Marmont du Hautchamp (c.1682–c.1760), French economist and economic historian
was born in Orléans, was fermier des domaines of Flanders. Marmont du Hautchamp
had been an admirer of John Law's system and his book has been recognized as the
best contemporary history of the system.
The book provides a record of the activities and operations of John Law from the
foundation in 1716 of the Banque Générale, soon afterwards renamed Banque
Royale, to the formation of Compagnie des Indes which, by absorbing various other
chartered companies, acquired the monopoly on the trade to America, Africa and
China. The company obtained the monopoly of tobacco, the control of the mint, the
payment of the national debt, and the farm of the taxes. Within a few years Law's
companies thus got almost complete control over France's overseas trade, its currency
and public finances.
“Law was transforming the Mississippi Company into a trading-cum-financial
company and controlling the State’s finances, most notably tax collection and debt
management” Antoin Murphy.
In 1720 Law was appointed Controller-General of Finances for the Kingdom of
France.
Here printed in full between May 1716 to January 1721in volumes V-VI are the one
hundred and twenty-two Memoires, Lettres Patentes, Edits, Declarations, Arrets &
‘autres Piéces des Opérations sur lesquelles le fond de l’Histoire du Systeme des
Finance’
The bubble burst in 1720, cash payments were suspended and Law fled from the
country, leaving behind many of his former supporters ruined.

22

HAMISH RILEY-SMITH RARE BOOKS

The doctrine of the Separation of Powers
A universal criterion of Constitutional Government
11.MONTESQUIEU,Charles-Louis de Secondat, Baron de. De l’Esprit des Loix.
Ou du rapport que les Loix doivent avoir avec la Constitution de chaque
Gouvernement, les Moeurs, le Climat, la Religion, Le Commerce, &c. à quoi
l’Auteur a ajouté Des recherches nouvelles sur les Loix Romaines touchant les
Successions, sur les Loix Françoises, & sur les Loix Féodales. Tome Premier [Tome
Seconde] Geneve, chez Barrillot & Fils [1748]
2 volumes, quarto, 24.0 x 19.0 cm, very fine contemporary quarter pale
continental, possibly Danish, calf and marbled boards, spines richly gilt,
contemporary pale morocco labels lettered gilt, pp.(8), xxiv, 522; (4), xvi, 564, with
the half titles to both volumes, printers woodcut to titles, with the cancels E3, F3, F4,
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Aa, Ff2, Kk2, Sss4 in volume I and a, Hhh in volume II, contemporary ownership in
ink on front blanks W.E.Suedelius, an exceptionally fine, near immaculate copy of
the true first edition.
Printing & the Mind of Man 197. En Français dans le Texte 138. Kress 4920.
Goldsmiths 8375. Tchemerzine,VIII,459 (a).
See Volpilhac-Auger, G.Sabbagh & Weil: Un auteur en quête d’êditeurs? Histoire
éditoriale de l’oeuvre de Montesquieu. 2011, pp.47-67, 413-416. It is believed that
the first edition was printed in 500 to 1500 copies, nobody really knows; part of the
edition seems to have been seized by customs or lost in transport; in particular a large
number of copies sent to England seem to have disappeared. Montesquieu was
horrified by the errors he found which explains why no less than four kinds of errata
were printed from January 1749 - three of which were destined for the first edition
and inserted in the last copies that had been unsold and uncirculated by that time.
£30,000
FIRST EDITION of Montesquieu’s [1689-1755] great L’esprit des loix in which he
argued that the best government would be one in which power was balanced among
three groups of officials. He thought England - which divided power between the
king (who enforced laws), Parliament (which made laws), and the judges of the
English courts (who interpreted laws) - was a good model of this. Montesquieu called
the idea of dividing government power into three branches the "separation of
powers." He thought it most important to create separate branches of government
with equal but different powers. That way, the government would avoid placing too
much power with one individual or group of individuals. He wrote, "When the [law
making] and [law enforcement] powers are united in the same person... there can be
no liberty." According to Montesquieu, each branch of government could limit the
power of the other two branches. Therefore, no branch of the government could
threaten the freedom of the people. His ideas about separation of powers became the
basis for the United States Constitution.
John Maynard Keynes in the manuscript preface to his French edition of The General
Theory described Montesquieu as the greatest French economist: “Montesquieu was
the real French equivalent of Adam Smith. The greatest of your economists, head and
shoulders above the Physiocrats in penetration, clear-headedness and good sense”.
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The Governor of Madras’s copy of the first important English work on political
economy
12.STEUART, Sir James . An Inquiry into the Principles of Political Oeconomy.
London, A.Millar and T.Cadell 1767
2 volumes, quarto, contemporary calf, a little rubbed and scuffed, spines with five
raised bands ruled in gilt, red morocco labels lettered gilt and oval green morocco
labels numbered gilt, top of spines worn, hinges with short splits but firm and
holding, xvpp + (1p) errata + (6) + 639pp; (8) + 646pp + (6) + (1) errata, 2 folding
tables, engraved armorial bookplate of Thomas Munro, an excellent copy preserved
in a cloth box.
Kress 6498. Goldsmith 10276. Blaug, Great Economists before Keynes, pp.241-242.
Schumpeter, History of Economic Analysis, p.176. Palgrave, III, pp.475-476. Gleig,
Life of Munro, 1830.
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Provenance: Sir Thomas Munro (1761-1827) Colonial administrator in India and
Governor of Madras. Son of the Glasgow merchant trading with Virginia Alexander
Munro. Educated at Glasgow grammar school and Glasgow University studied
mathematics under Professor Williamson, and chemistry with the celebrated Dr
Irvine and also studied political economy. After service in the infantry in India he
held various posts in colonial administration in India. Appointed in charge of
Canara; and then for another seven year (1800-1807) he was placed in charge of the
northern district "ceded" by the Nizam of Hyderabad, where he introduced the
ryotwari system of land revenue; served as brigadier-general during the third
Maratha War (1817–18); 1819-1827 Governor of Madras. His Papers are in the
John Rylands University Library.
£10,000
FIRST EDITION. The first important English work on political economy. James
Steuart (1712-1780) is represented as someone who produced a systematic treatment
of economics, but in pre-Physiocratic form. Although his book was first published in
1767, the main elements of the argument were established in isolation in Germany in
the late 1750’s. David Hume is reported as being critical of the ‘form and style’ of the
work but ‘exceedingly pleased’ with it as an ‘ingenious performance’ when he looked
it over in manuscript in 1766. Whilst Steuart’s interventionist economic principles
provoked Adam Smith to refute them in The Wealth of Nations, recent commentary
has emphasized the continuity in Scottish economic thought from David Hume to
James Steuart to Adam Smith. He gradually enjoyed some attention from the
members of the German Historical School in the 19th Century. More recently he has
been hailed as a forerunner of the ‘economics of control’ and the concept of
development planning.
Steuart also wrote an important but rarely found work on Indian currency The
Principles of Money applied to the present state of the coin of Bengal 1772.
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Call me simply Adam Smith
13.SMITH,Adam. The Theory of Moral Sentiments. To which is added A
Dissertation on the Origin of Languages. The Third Edition. London, A.Millar 1767
Octavo, contemporary sheep, five raised bands, contemporary red morocco label,
hinges cracked but holding, head and tail worn, (8) + 478pp, contemporary ownership
in ink Stewart Wright, engraved armorial bookplate of James Montgomery Byng
Wright.
Kress 6496. Goldsmith 10384. Vanderblue p.38. Mossner, The Correspondence of
Adam Smith, pp.122. Ross, Life of Adam Smith, pp.89-90 [on
Dissertation...Languages]
£2,750
The third edition of Adam Smith’s first published work [first edition 1759]. Adam
Smith devoted the years 1755 to 1759 mainly to writing and publishing The Theory of
Moral Sentiments. He had been appointed Professor of Logic at Glasgow in 1751 and
elected Professor of Moral Philosophy a year later. It was this period at Glasgow
College which Adam Smith was later to describe as “the period of thirteen years
which I spent as a member of that society I remember as by far the most useful, and,
therefore, as by far the happiest and most honourable period of my life”. It has been
said that if the Wealth of Nations had never been written, this work would have
earned him a prominent place in intellectual history. Sensitive, original, erudite,
eloquent – it reveals the full stature of Adam Smith’s genius and insight into his
tastes and personality. The book immediately established a reputation for him in
learned circles well beyond the bounds of his own university. It secured for him an
international reputation as a philosopher.
Adam Smith wrote to his publisher William Strahan The Dissertation upon the
Origin of Languages is to be printed at the end of the Theory. There are some literal
errors in the printed copy of it which I should have been glad to have corrected, but
have not the opportunity, as I have no copy by me. They are of no great consequence.
In the titles, both of the Theory and the Dissertation, call me simply Adam Smith
without any addition either before or behind.
The Dissertation was first published in The Philological Miscellany in 1761 and in all
subsequent editions of The Theory of Moral Sentiments.
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14.SMITH,Adam. An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations.
The Third Edition, with Additions. In Three Volumes. London, W.Strahan 1784
3 volumes, octavo, original blue boards, original paper spines worn, inscribed in ink
on spines Wealth of Nations with volume numbers in ink, leaf edges entirely uncut,
pp.viii + 499; pp.vi + 518 + (5) appendix; pp.v + 465 + (50) index and final advert
leaf for The Theory of Moral Sentiments fourth edition, stain on upper board of
volume I, small paper repair to leaf Bb8 in volume I and skilful restoration to loss of
a few letters in ink, and paper loss to part of initial blank leaf, ownership in ink on
inner blank of first title Huboofton, and in ink on first inner blank leaf The gift of C H
Easbery to HuC March 1803, an excellent copy and a remarkable survival in the
original boards.
Kress B789. Goldsmith 12554. Vanderblue p.3. Rothschild Library, 1901. PMM 221
[1st edition of 1776].
£3,500
THE IMPORTANT THIRD EDITION IN THE ORIGINAL BOARDS UNCUT
of Adam Smith’s Wealth of Nations containing a number of additions. In the
advertisement Adam Smith writes To the Third Edition…I have made several
additions, particularly to the chapter upon Drawbacks, and to that upon Bounties;
likewise a new chapter entitled The Conclusion of the mercantile System; and a new
article to the chapter upon the expences of the sovereign….

30

HAMISH RILEY-SMITH RARE BOOKS

31

HAMISH RILEY-SMITH RARE BOOKS

15.PESTALOZZI, Johann Heinrich. Wie Gertrud ihre Kinder lehrt, ein Versuch
den Muttern Anleitung zu geben, ihre Kinder selbst zu unterrichten. Bern & Zurich,
Heinrich Gessner 1801
Octavo, contemporary half calf and marbled boards, black morocco label, engraved
portrait of Pestalozzi + (1) + 390pp, an excellent copy.
Printing and the Mind of Man, no.258.
£3,250
First edition containing an exhaustive exposition of Pestalozzi’s principles of
education and the book on which Pestalozzi’s fame rests. “How Gertrude teaches
her children” proclaimed something entirely new in the field of popular education –
the principle of self-activity in acquiring and using knowledge in its first stages. The
most important and forward-looking of his ideas, which he stressed continually in
practice as well as precept, was that the true method of education is to develop the
child, not to train him as one trains a dog. The pupil must be regarded as more
important than the subject and the ‘whole man’ must be developed.
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Uncut in the original sheets
16.WILBERFORCE,William. A Letter on the Abolition of the Slave Trade;
Addressed to the Freeholders and other Inhabitants of Yorkshire. London, Luke
Hansard & Sons for T.Cadell and W.Davies and J.Hatchard, 1807
Octavo, 23.0 x 15.0 cm, uncut in the original sheets, stab holes, pp.(2) +396 + (4),
printing flaw on page 276 affecting part of the text on 11 lines, publishers adverts
dated December 1806, advert leaves browned, an excellent copy, a remarkable
survival in the original sheets, uncut and never bound, preserved in a green
cloth box.
Printing & the Mind of Man, 232b. Sabin 103953.
£4,850
FIRST EDITION of William Wilberforce’s book of 80,000 words which he
completed on the evening of 27th January 1807 and published four days later. It
summed up his arguments against the slave trade which he had presented over the
previous twenty years. Copies were rushed to the House of Lords as soon as it came
off the presses to coincide with the debate and 2nd reading of the Abolition Act that
was to take place in the first week of February 1807. The Lords carried the Abolition
Bill by 100 votes to 34, and the triumph was repeated in the House of Commons on
23rd February – 283 votes to 16.
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17.RICARDO,David. On the Principles of Political Economy and Taxation. London,
John Murray 1817
Octavo, 22.1 x 14.6 cm, 19th century quarter polished calf and marbled boards, calf
edges to boards, spine with five raised bands, red morocco labels lettered gilt, leaf
edges untrimmed, pp.viii + 589 + (1p) errata + (14pp) index, numerous pencil
underlinings in the text and margins and a few pencil notes, a very large copy.
Printing & the Mind of Man 277. Kress B7029. Goldsmith 21734. Sraffa 5a.
Provenance: engraved bookplate Briglands Perthshire home of J.A.Clyde, (18631944) advocate. He was Lord President from 1920 until 1935 with the title of Lord
Clyde.
£29,000
FIRST EDITION OF ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT WORKS IN
ECONOMICS OF THE 19TH CENTURY. The fundamental groundwork of the
Principles is based on the theory that given free competition in trade, the exchange
value of commodities will be determined by the amount of labour expended in
production. This thesis was reinforced by Ricardo’s theory of distribution in which he
argued that the demand for food determines the margin of cultivation; this margin
determines rent; the amount necessary to maintain the labourer determines wages; the
difference between the amount produced by a given quantity of labour determines
profit. Ricardo was the principle founder of the classical school of economics. His
main doctrines were expounded by his disciples James Mill and McCulloch and
accepted by John Stuart Mill. David Ricardo’s exact mathematical approach and
deductive methods have influenced succeeding generations of economists, especially
in the fields of currency and banking.
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Among the most advanced expositions of the theory of saving and capital
formation
18.MILL,James. Commerce Defended. An answer to the arguments by which Mr
Spence, Mr Cobbett, and others, have attempted to prove that Commerce is not a
source of National Wealth. London, C. and R. Baldwin, 1808
Octavo, 19 x 21.2 cm, later nineteenth-century quarter calf and marbled boards,
spine ruled and decorated gilt, red leather label, originally stab-sewn, lower and
fore-edges uncut, top edge gilt , pp.(4) + 154, some spotting and staining, a very
good, large copy.
Goldsmiths' 19571; Kress B.5402; McCulloch, p. 56; The New Palgrave, 3, p.
465.
£7,000
First edition, very rare, last auction record 1937. A reply to Spence’s Britain
Independent of Commerce 1807. John Stuart Mill described his father’s book as
“the first of his writings which attained any celebrity, and which he prized more as
having been his first introduction to the friendship of David Ricardo, the most
valued and most intimate friendship of his life."
“Chapters VI and VII of Commerce Defended, entitled respectively,
"Consumption" and "Of the National Debt," is not confined exclusively to the
overproduction fallacy, but is also and even more
concerned with the companion fallacy of under consumption. In the opinion of the
Editor, it represents one of the most important contributions of the Classical
School, and to this day, remains among the most advanced expositions of the
theory of saving and capital formation to be found anywhere.” Prof.George
Reisman in Mises Daily Jan 2007 Introduction to Mill’s Commerce Defended.
“Apart from the not insignificant fact that it was as a result of this pamphlet that
Mill made the acquaintance of Ricardo, the work is chiefly of interest for the fact
that it contains the first enunciation in English of what was originally known as
the Say-Mill Law of Markets. As the title indicates, the pamphlet was an attack on
the views of those neo-Physiocratic authors who had argued during the period of
Napoleon's economic blockade that agriculture rather than manufacturing and
commerce were not the true source of Britain's wealth. Mill did not dispute the
fact that the claims of commerce had frequently been pitched too high, but he
defended the Smithian view that manufacturing and other profits were a legitimate
form of net surplus, and upheld a pre-comparative cost interpretation of the gains
from trade in terms of the difference between the real costs incurred in producing
goods for export and the putative domestic cost of producing the imported goods
acquired through trade” (The New Palgrave).
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“one of the most profound books ever written on the philosophy of the sciences”
19.COMTE,Auguste. Cours de Philosophie Positive. Paris, Bachelier 1830, 1835,
1838, 1839, 1841,1842
6 volumes, octavo, contemporary marbled boards, rebacked, spines with raised bands
gilt, red morocco labels, volume numbers gilt, pp.viii + 739 + (3) with 1 folding
table; (3)-724; (3)-845+(3); xi + (1) + 736; iv + 775 + (1); xxxviiipp + (2) + 904,
without the half titles, occasional light foxing, 19th century bookplate to the front
paste-downs of Samuel Meath, an excellent copy.
Printing & the Mind of Man, no. 295. En Français dans le Text, no.245. Goldsmith
26077. Kress C2485.
£2,500
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FIRST EDITION of one of the major documents of secular philosophy. Auguste
Comte (1798-1857) began a course of lectures in Paris in 1826 on positive
philosophy which were expanded into this six volume work. The Cours de
Philosophie Positive was published over a period of twelve years and is Comte’s
magnum opus. It attempts to show that the facts of society are as reducible to general
laws as other phenomena.
“His remarkable achievement is the construction of system which embraces all
human activity and knowledge. His attempt to link up all science, to relate its
development to the progress of society and combine it with a system of improvement
with humanity in place of an external supreme being, is still one of the major
documents of secular philosophy”. Printing & the Mind of Man.
“Il fonde une ‘Physique Sociale’ ou ‘Sociologie’ pour compléter l’encyclopédie
positive de six ‘sciences fondamentales’ (Mathématiques, Astronomie, Physique,
Chimie, Biologie, Sociologie)”. En Français dans le Texte.
John Stuart Mill concluded after reading the first five volumes that the Cours was
“one of the most profound books ever written on the philosophy of the sciences”.
When Comte lost his position as examiner to the École Polytechnique and was
dismissed, Mill offered to help and for the last years of his life Comte was dependent
on subscriptions raised for him by his friends.
Now for the first time I fell in with Comte’s Cours de Philosophie Positive, or rather
with the two volumes of it which were all that had at that time been published...Comte
is always precise and profound on the method of investigation, but he does not even
attempt any exact definition of the conditions of proof: and his writings show that he
never attained a just conception of them....Nevertheless, I gained much from Comte,
with which to enrich my chapters in the subsequent rewriting [of Logic]: and his
book was of essential service to me in some of the parts which still remained to be
thought out. As his subsequent volumes successively made their appearance, I read
the with avidity, but, when he reached the subject of Social Science, with varying
feelings. The fourth volume disappointed me: it contained those of his opinions on
social subjects with which I most disagree. But the fifth, containing the connected
view of history, rekindled all my enthusiasm; which the sixth (or concluding) volume
did not materially abate...I had been long an ardent admirer of Comte’s writings
before I had any communication with him...For some years we were frequent
correspondents, until our correspondence became controversial, and our zeal cooled.
I was the first to slacken correspondence; he was the first to drop it. J.S.Mill,
Autobiography pp.209-213.
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One of the most important texts in political literature
de Tocqueville’s masterpiece of political philosophy
20.DE TOCQUEVILLE,Alexis. De la Democratié en Amérique. Tome Premier,
Tome Second
Paris, Charles Gosselin, 1835
Octavo, contemporary quarter calf and mottled paper boards, spine ruled gilt, four
raised bands, contemporary black morocco labels lettered gilt, marbled endpapers,
leaf edges marbled, pp.(4) + xxiv + 367; (4) + 459, folding engraved map of the
United States, hand coloured, with the half titles in both volumes, some leaves lightly
browned as usual, a fine copy.
En Francais dans le texte, 253. Downs, Famous Books since 1492. No.66.
£5,750
RARE FIRST EDITION of de Tocqueville’s masterpiece of political philosophy
and one of the most important texts in political literature.
De la Démocratie en Amérique by Alexis de Tocqueville [1809-1859] was first
published in January 1835 in less than 500 copies and in 1840 two concluding
volumes were published with the eighth edition.
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21.DE TOCQUEVILLE,Alexis. Democracy in America. Translated by Henry
Reeve Esq. Second Edition In Two Volumes. London, Saunders and Otley 1836
2 volumes, octavo, volume I, II, quarter calf and contemporary marbled boards with
vellum tips, rebacked, red and green morocco labels lettered gilt, pp.xliv, 333, (1);
viii, 462, folding map hand coloured in outline; without the half titles, engraved
bookplates of Worcester Library, a good copy.
Downs, Famous Books since 1492. No.66.
£975
SECOND EDITION IN ENGLISH of de Tocqueville’s masterpiece of political
philosophy and one of the most important texts in political literature.
De la Démocratie en Amérique by Alexis de Tocqueville [1809-1859] was first
published in January 1835 in less than 500 copies and in 1840 two concluding
volumes were published. In March 1835 de Tocqueville met Henry in Reeve in Paris,
became a lifelong friend and Reeve became the official translator of his work.
de Tocqueville wrote to Henry Reeve in May 1840 “You have rendered my thoughts,
in their most delicate shades, with a fidelity and clearness that seem to me perfect”.
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22.MILL,John Stuart. Principles of Political Economy, with some of their
applications to social philosophy. In Two Volumes. London, John W Parker 1848
2 volumes, octavo, original publishers green/blue cloth, a little worn, original printed
paper labels chipped with loss, pp.xvi, 593, (1); xv, 549, (1), printed booksellers label
in volume I on the inside front board W B Kelly Adam Court Grafton Street Dublin, a
good copy in its original publishers binding.
£4,000
First edition. “The Political Economy was far more rapidly executed than the Logic,
or indeed anything of importance which I had previously written. It was commenced
in the autumn of 1845, and was ready for the press before the end of
1847…Published early in 1848, an edition of a thousand copies was sold in less than
a year…it was not a book merely of abstract science, but also of application, and
treated Political Economy not as a thing by itself, but as a fragment of a greater
whole; a branch of Social Philosophy, so interlinked with all other branches, that its
conclusions, even in its own province, are only true conditionally, subject to
interference and counteraction from causes not directly within its scope: while to the
character of a practical guide it has no pretension, apart from other classes of
considerations.”. J S Mill, Autobiography pp.234-237.
“But although Mill presented himself as a pious disciple of Ricardo, the book is full
of genuine theoretical innovations, of which the most lasting was the extension of
Ricardo’s doctrine of comparative costs to take account of the effects of reciprocal
demand on the terms of trade in international exchange…He qualified Smith’s theory
of relative wages by the introduction of the concept of non-competing groups in
labour markets, he restated the ‘law of demand and supply’ as an algebraic
equation…He was a vigorous advocate of inheritance taxation, peasant
proprietorship, profit-sharing, and producers’ and consumers’ cooperatives…he gave
a surprisingly sympathetic account of socialist doctrines as embodied in the writings
of Owen, Saint-Simon and Charles Fourier…he endorsed protectionism in favour of
infant industries, the regulation of hours of work in factories, and compulsory
education for children, coupled with a state system of examinations…” Blaug, Great
economists before Keynes, p.166.
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Presentation Copy to Henry Thomas Buckle
With his manuscript notes for his review
23.MILL,John Stuart. On Liberty. London, John W.Parker 1859
Octavo contemporary calf, worn, covers with greek key pattern, spine skilfully
rebacked, red and brown morocco labels lettered gilt, marbled endpapers, leaf edges
gilt, pp.207 + (1), inscribed in ink on the title in a secretarial hand From the Author,
numerous pencil lines throughout in the blank margins and a few annotations in
pencil in the margins and the front blank by Buckle, tipped in at the front 6 pages of
notes in ink Mill on Liberty in the hand of Henry Thomas Buckle.
Printing & the Mind of Man: no. 345. Downs: Famous Books since 1492, no.82.
£6,500
FIRST EDITION, PRESENTATION COPY, WITH THE MANUSCRIPT NOTES
BY HENRY THOMAS BUCKLE [1821-1862] FOR HIS REVIEW OF J.S.MILL’S
ON LIBERTY which appeared in Fraser’s Magazine May 1859.
“None of my writings have been either so carefully composed, or so sedulously
corrected as this….The Liberty was more directly our [Harriet Mill and JSM] joint
production than anything else which bears my name…[it] is likely to survive longer
than anything else that I have written (with the possible exception of the Logic),
because the conjunction of her mind with mine has rendered it a kind of philosophic
text-book of a single truth, which the changes progressively taking place in modern
society tend to bring out into ever stronger relief: the importance, to man and society,
of a large variety in types of character, and of giving full freedom to human nature to
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expand itself in innumerable and conflicting directions.” J S Mill, Autobiography
pp.250-256.
It was published in 1859, the year of Harriet’s death. It was an immediate success and
was to be translated into nearly all languages.
Henry Buckle, author of The History of Civilisation in England 1857-1861, eminent
chess player, and book collector [his library extended to over 20,000 volumes].
Buckle regarded John Stuart Mill as the greatest living thinker, but he also learned
much from Enlightenment philosophers such as Voltaire, Montesquieu, Adam Smith,
and Kant. He was influenced by the work of Auguste Comte, but even more by that
of the statistician Adolphe Quételet. From these various thinkers Buckle concluded
that all human behaviour is subject to law, and therefore that there can be a science of
human society. Many critics in his own day and later thought of Buckle as the
English disciple of Comte, but, as Mill declared, Buckle agreed with the founder of
positivism on little other than the basic notions of the regularity of human behaviour
and the historical progress of civilization from superstition to science. Buckle
explicitly rejected Comte's political ideas as ‘monstrously and obviously
impracticable’ (St Aubyn, 163).
Buckle died of typhoid in Damascus in 1862. Mill actively arranged for his stepdaughter Helen Taylor to edit Buckle’s Miscellaneous and Posthumous Works, which
were published in 1872.
“On February 6 and 7, 1859, he notes in his Journal that he read Mill on Liberty’;
and two days afterwards he ' began to arrange notes with a view to reviewing, in
Fraser, Mill's new work on Liberty.' With this view he re-read the same writer's
System of Logic, Principles of Political Economy, and Thoughts on Parliamentary
Reform ; and the writing of his own review occupied him for several hours every day
for upward of two months.” Helen Taylor, Biographical Notice p.43
Buckle’s review begins:“If a jury of the greatest European thinkers were to be
impannelled, and were directed to declare by their verdict who, among our living
writers, had done most for the advance of knowledge, they could hardly hesitate in
pronouncing the name of John Stuart Mill.”
“Here Buckle praised Mill for his unique combination of profound speculative
philosophy and sound practical sense.” Oxford DNB
Buckle’s review of On Liberty in Fraser’s Magazine, May 1859 see: Helen Taylor
[ed] Miscellaneous and Posthumous Works of Henry Thomas Buckle 1872 vol.I,
pp.75-130; a biographical sketch vol.I pp.1-52
www.archive.org/stream/miscellaneouspos01buckiala/miscellaneouspos01buckiala_
djvu.txt
Buckle’s Papers: University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Buckle’s life: Giles St. Aubyn, A Victorian Eminence: The Life and Works of Henry
Thomas Buckle (1958). Leslie Stephen, The English Utilitarians, vol.iii, J.S.Mill,
pp.344-375. Chess Player's Magazine vol. II, 1864 J. J. Löwenthal on Henry Thomas
Buckle
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24.MILL,John Stuart. Utilitarianism. London, Parker, Son and Bourn 1863
Octavo, original publishers purple cloth, rebacked preserving part of spine lettered
gilt, pp. (iv), 95, 4 adverts.
£1800
First edition. “This short work has many volumes to answer for”, wrote Alexander
Bain in 1882, grimly surveying the mounting tide of commentary upon Mill’s
Utilitarianism, and that was before the floodgates had burst altogether. After Bain,
the deluge, and nor has the inundation yet receded. To this day it remains one of the
most widely read and quarrelled over expositions of modern ethical thought. The
search for new moral underpinnings had been going on ever since some 18 th century
thinkers had begun to fear the imminent collapse of Christian belief. Like Bentham
before him, Mill felt it essential to get ethics out of the damp and fog of intuition and
revelation, and into the sunlight of reason. With the increasing acceptance of utility as
an ethical standard, Utilitarianism has become a landmark volume, with its five short
chapters managing to touch upon nearly all the major concerns of modern moralists.
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The most important Arabic and medieval work on Agriculture
25.IBN AL-‘AWWAM. ()ماوعلا نبا, [Abu Zakariya Yahya ibn Muhammad ibn
Ahmad ibn Al-Awwam Al-Ishbili] fl end of 12th century. Le Livre de l’Agriculture
[Kitab al-falaha] Traduit de l’Arabe par J.-J. Clément-Mullet. Tome Premier, Tome II
Pemiere Partie, Tome II – IIe Partie. Paris,Librairie A.Franck...1864,1866, 1867
3 volumes, octavo, contemporary vellum, spines lettered in black ink and upper
covers lettered in Arabic in ink
, marbled endpapers, top leaf edges gilt,
leaf edges uncut, original green printed paper covers bound in; pp.(4) + 100 + 657;
(4) + 460 + (4); (4) + x + 24 + 293, large folding engraved plate of a horse and
harness, text in French with some Arabic, index in volume 3 in Arabic and French,
two woodcuts in the text, a few stains, a fine copy.
Sarton, Introduction to the History of Science, vol.II,pt.I, pp.424-425.Hayes [ed], The
Genius of Arab Civilization, Source of Renaissance, p.159. see Filāḥa Texts Project
www.filaha.org
£2,750
FIRST FRENCH TRANSLATION OF THE MOST IMPORTANT ARABIC AND
MEDIEVAL TREATISE ON AGRICULTURE by Ibn al-‘Awwam, Hispano-Muslim
agriculturalist who flourished in Seville about the end of the 12 th century. Topics
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covered in detail include medicinal plants, species of plants, soil, farming techniques,
husbandry, methods of cultivation, tillage, irrigation, agronomy, share-cropping,
gardening and landscaping, plant sex life, and fertilization.
“It is divided into 34 chapters, of which the first 30 deal with agriculture proper, and
the last four with cattle and poultry raising and apiculture. It is based on Greek and
Arabic writings, but also practical knowledge. The main source was probably Ibn
Wahshiya [first half of the 10th century]; in fact, Ibn Khaldun speaks of Ibn al‘Awwam’s work as if it were only a summary of Al-falaha al-nabatiya, but this is
wrong. Ibn al-‘Awwam’s treatise deal with 585 plants, and explains the cultivation of
more than fifty different fruit trees. It contains striking observations on the different
kinds of soil and manure and their respective properties, on various methods of
grafting, on sympathies and antipathies between plants. The symptons of many
diseases of trees and vines are indicated, as are also methods of cure.” Sarton
“Ibn al-‘Awwām’s Kitāb al-filāḥa is, without doubt, the most comprehensive
agricultural treatise in Arabic. He gathers all the knowledge of his time concerning
agriculture, horticulture and animal husbandry into a huge compendium of excerpts
from all the previous agronomical traditions and treatises. From 112 named authors
(Ibn al-‘Awwām, Banqueri 1802, I, pp. 61-2) he includes one thousand nine hundred
direct and indirect citations – 615 or 32.5% from Byzantine sources, especially from
Cassianus Bassus, 585 or 31% from Near Eastern sources, 85% of which are
from Ibn Waḥshīya, and 690 citations or 36.5 % from earlier Andalusi agronomists
(Glick 2005, pp. 12-13). To these he often adds his own observations and
experiences, about which he says: “As for my own contribution, I put forward
nothing that I have not first proved by experiment on repeated occasions” (Ibn al‘Awwām, Clément-Mullet 1866, I, p. 9). He records, for example, his experiments in
grafting the wild olive of the mountains with the domesticated olive of the plain, and
his successful cultivation of saffron, under irrigation, in the mountains.” Filāḥa Texts
Project
The original text was found in a manuscript in the Escurial Library in the 18 th
century, it was published in Spanish translation in Madrid in 1802, and subsequently
here in the French translation.
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Classic of the Self-Help ethic
26.Smiles,Samuel. Self-Help: With Illustrations of Character and Conduct. London,
John Murray 1859
Octavo, 7.5 x 5.5 ins, original purple/brown cloth, covers panelled and ruled in blind
with floral central motif, spine lettered in gilt, spine faded, original brown endpapers
with faint cracks on inner hinge of endpapers, pp.xii + 343, Edmonds & Remnants
binders label on back inner endpaper, an excellent copy.
Printing and the Mind of Man, 346. Peter Sinnema, ‘Introduction’ to Samuel Smiles
‘Self Help’. Oxford 2002. See Tom Butler-Bowdon’s review at www.butlerbowdon.com/samuel-smiles---self-help.html
£1,850
First edition. Samuel Smiles [1812-1904], was a Scottish writer, and social reformer.
Self-Help became an immediate best-seller and one of the Victorian’s most important
statements on the virtues of hard work, thrift and perserverance. Smiles was a critic
of rapacity and complacent affluence and advocated virtues central to the projects of
other 19th century institutions that actively encouraged cultivation of the intellectual
and moral working-class self such as mechanics’ institutes, public libraries and
people’s colleges.
Smiles later developed this theme with Character 1871, Thrift 1875, and Duty 1880.
With Charles Darwin’s On the origin of species and John Stuart Mill’s On Liberty,
one of the influential books first published in 1859.
This first edition is infrequent and uncommon on the market, especially in the
original cloth binding, unrestored and in excellent condition.

54

HAMISH RILEY-SMITH RARE BOOKS

Early photographs of the Royal Navy, Algiers, Seville and Gibraltar
27.Naval Cadet’s album of photographs 1865-1873
Quarto, 9 1/2 x 11inches, old paper boards, upper cover with paper label in ink
Casper Baker, 62 pages, misnumbered 60 in pencil, interleaved with tissue, many
albumen silver prints mounted on card, 6 naval photographs, and over 70 other
photographs, the majority measuring over 7 x 9 inches, each photograph labelled in
ink, first leaf loose, in excellent condition.
Provenance: Album compiled by Casper Baker, later vice-admiral Casper Joseph
Baker (1852 –1918), an officer of the Royal Navy during the First World War. He
was recorded as an entrant in January 1866 to HMS Britannia [training ship] in
January 1866, being awarded Naval Cadetship in the examination in December
1865. Between 1899-1907 successively Captain of HMS Sappho, Hero, Blake,
Astraea, Flora, Edgar, and the battleship Ramilles. Retired 1908, and then ViceAdmiral.
£1,250
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Compiled by Casper Baker when a naval cadet [and later to become a Vice-Admiral
and captain of the warship HMS Ramilles] at HMS Britannia in 1865 through to
1872. The album contains six naval photographs including the cadets on Britannia
1865, a fine large image of HMS Arethusa at Sherness 1865, the officiers on board
HMS Minotaur 1872 and HMS Royal Alfred 1870. There are over 70 fine albumen
silver prints of Algiers, Gibraltar, Malta, Cairo, Lisbon, Madeira, Seville, Smyrna,
Trieste, Italy and its monuments including Rome, Venice, Pisa, Pompeii, Naples and
Sicily, Greece including Athens and its monuments. Also images of Mahomatans
praying, Albanian woman, Egyptian woman. Many of the photographs are
unattributed. Some of the works in Egypt can be attributed to Baron Paul des
Granges, a French photographer who was active in Greece in the 1860’s and of whom
little is known. Others are attributed to the photographer Georgio Sommer.
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From the Author - An investment classic
28.BAGEHOT,Walter. Lombard Street: A Description of the Money Market.
London, S.King & Co 1873
Octavo, 7.6 x 6.3 inches, original publishers brown cloth, small scuff mark on upper
cover, lettered gilt and blind ruled in black, spine lettered gilt, original dark blue
endpapers with withdrawn library bookplate, binders label on recto of inner cover
bound by Burn & Co., pp.viii + 359, library stamp on verso of title, inscribed in
black ink by the author on the title D.M.Airds Esq. From the Author,and on the
verso of the half title D.M.Airds 1, Pump Court, Temple, a very good copy.
See: Palgrave I,p.81. Peter Conti-Brown, Misreading Walter Bagehot: What
Lombard Street really means for Central Bankers. The New Rambler on-line review
of books. Dec 2015
Provenance: D.M.Airds, London barrister
£3,500
First edition, Presentation Copy from the author infrequent and uncommon on the
market. A vivid description of the money market that seamlessly brings together
theoretical analyses, historical anecdotes, and incisive commentary on sociology,
politics, and the Street's various personalities. Sharing his invaluable insights and
unique observations, Bagehot touches on everything from the mechanics of deposit
banking within a fractional reserve system to the nature of foreign deposits in Britain.
Along with a clear explanation of why economic growth and rising living standards
are dependent upon a well-managed financial system, he offers straightforward
guidelines for the function of lender-of-last resort; a penetrating look at the
consequences of uncontrolled credit and speculation; and an in-depth examination of
the exchequer in the money market that includes a stimulating analysis of the
interaction between the government's fiscal operations and the functioning of the
Bank of England, the commercial banks, and the money market. Perhaps most
importantly, Lombard Street features Bagehot's prescription for crisis management,
which after nearly 150 years, remains the formula of choice for containing and
curtailing financial crises.Filled with descriptions of Lombard Street that still ring
true today, this jewel of a book has withstood the test of time to become a true
investment classic, one that will appeal as much to the readers of today as it did to
those of years ago.
“In language as fresh and clear today as it was over 100 years ago, he respectfully
dissected the Bank of England’s foundations, economic incentives, goals, and
functions. In the process, he illuminated in a mere few hundred brilliant pages what
distinguishes a Central Bank from a commercial bank, both on a daily basis and
during crises such as bank panics and recessions. Bagehot’s book was so readable
and so remarkable that it was re-issued three times within a year, and was republished
in many editions both during his lifetime and afterwards.” On Line Library of Liberty
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29. JOHN STUART MILL AND JAMES MILL
Catalogue of Autograph Letters and Rare Books
First and Early editions, contemporary translations, contemporary
antagonists, critics and biographers.
Full list and prices at
http://www.riley-smith.com/hamish/document_view.php?doc=284
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